it on a commercial scale. The bark had been previously brought to Europe from Peru by the Jesuits and was known as Jesuits' powder.
T N R Morson was also an authority on the manufacture of morphia from opium. He told my father that he himself always went down to the docks to purchase the cakes of opium brought in ships from China. He said where opium was concerned you could not trust a Chinaman and before buying the cake he thrust a knife into it to make sure the interior did not consist of wood.
The following paper was also read: The Signature Book Possibly as long ago as 5000 BC, before lenses were made of glass, pebbles or semi-precious transparent stones were used as reading aids. In 1500 BC the Egyptians manufactured glass but there is no evidence that they made lenses. Pebbles dating from about 609 BC which were found in the ruins of Nineveh could have been used as magnifiers.
In AD 54 Pliny records Nero wearing a lens of beryl or emerald attached to a thumb ring. Ptolemy in AD 150 described the path of light rays through lenses and in AD 1000 the Arab, Alhazen, described magnification through the segment of a sphere.
By the eleventh century the reading stone was thinner and was held in front of the eye as a reading glass. A rough frame and handle were fitted at the end of the century. In 1270 Marco Polo recorded the use in China of convex lenses by the elderly for reading small print. Roger Bacon, a Franciscan Friar of Oxford (often quoted as 'the father of Western optics') in 1268 also recorded the magnification of letters through glass or other transparent substances. Spectacles to fit the nose were cumbersome and probably first made in Italy. They were made by riveting two reading glasses together. They may have been invented by Salvino d'Armato; his epitaph, in Florence, reads: 'Here lies Salvino d'Armato, the inventor of spectacles. May God pardon him his sins.' Some early fourteenth century relics including spectacles of the bridge or nose type in wooden frames were found in 1953 under the chapel floor of the Wienhausen Convent, Lower Saxony.
With the approach of the fifteenth century the invention of printing increased the demand for spectacles and inventories made after the death of famous persons and royal accounts indicate that the craft of spectacle-making existed.
Up to the sixteenth century spectacles were usually held in the hand. Then various devices such as the spring bow were used for a better means of support. In 1535 the Nuremberg Guild of Spectacle Makers was formed, followed in 1581 by the French Guild. Other methods of fitting such as nose grips, cap spectacles, strap spectacles to tie round the headstill used today for infants and string spectacles to loop round the ears were used. The power of the lenses was classified by the wearer's age.
In 1629 our own Spectacle Makers Company was granted its charter by Charles I. There is an interesting record that Samuel Pepys used green glasses to protect his eyes from the light.
In 1730 the first mention of side pieces occurs in a catalogue of Edward Scarlett, optician to His Majesty King George II. The side pieces were short, not reaching as far as the ears, but were held by gentle pressure on the temples. The monocle became fashionable about this time.
The discomfort of wearing spectacles was always apparent. In the early days the nose bore the bruntnow it was the temples. In 1752 James Ayscough produced double-length side pieces with a parietal grip which rested lightly on the skull.
In 1784 Benjamin Franklin introduced bifocals having his glasses cut and half of each kind, distance and reading associated in the same circle enabling him to see distinctly 'far and near'.
During the Regency very beautiful quizzers were made. Occipital spectacles became popular, with fine workmanship and joints, some with sliding extending sides. Unusual shapes were used made in frames of different substancesbrass, silver, tortoiseshell, &c. In 1827 the Astronomer Royal, Robert Airy, and a little later Donders and Bowman with their work on refraction, did much to put the prescribing of spectacles on a firm basis. Folding spectacles and the pince-nez became popular about 1900. Looking back, in the early days it was the presbyope who required a simple convex lens for reading. The myope was not helped until the advent of concave lenses in the fifteenth century. Now all varieties of refractive errors can be accurately corrected in comfortable well-fitting spectacles. Will the time come when all our beautiful and serviceable spectacles disappear and we shall use tiny plastic corneal lenses, except for the old gentleman whose presbyopia still has to be corrected as in the days of his ancestors? The first Charter granted to the apothecaries of London was that of James I of 1614. This, however, did not separate them from the grocers with whom they had been associated since at least the fourteenth century, although it gave them their own Court of Assistants. The 1614 Charter contained 113 names of which 112 appear in the Charter of 1617 which finally separated the apothecaries from the grocers. The missing person, John Darow, had presumably died by 1617. Several names are spelled differently in the two Charters but it is not difficult to correlate these.
The 1617 Charter contains 123 names, 11 of which do not appear in that of 1614. Four of these persons are known to have been foreigners and another had a French name so this may have been the reason for their exclusion. It is strange to find, however, that Gideon De Laune who did so much towards obtaining the 1617 Charter did not appear in that of 1614.
It seems that not all of the apothecaries mentioned in the Charters became members of the Society. For example, Samuel Jones is reported as giving evidence for those apothecaries who opposed the secession from the Grocers' Company and Humphrey Gravenor, George Sheeres and John Hewett were charged in the Star Chamber for practising as apothecaries without being free of the Society.
Twenty-one original members became Masters of the Society. Another 10 reached the rank of Warden without becoming Master. Some of these died in office or were too ill to accept the Mastership, a few were too busy with other activities to accept, whilst a few had been involved in disputes and were probably not invited to become Master.
Many of the early Masters were distinguished men -Gideon De Laune, Edmund Phillips and John Wolfgang Rumler were Royal Apothecaries. William Bell was a City Alderman and twice a Member of Parliament.
Ralph Yardley was apothecary to Bethlem Hospital from 1634 until 1656 and Richard Glover to St Bartholomew's Hospital from 1619 until 1648. Thomas Fones was uncle and later father-in-law of John Winthrop jr FRs, the first Governor of Connecticut, who was the first person to undertake chemical and pharmaceutical manufacturing in North America, possibly influenced by his contacts with the Fones family.
Gideon De Laune is reputed to have left £80,000 whilst Edward Cooke was included among the most wealthy inhabitants of London in 1646, the year of his death.
In addition to those already mentioned the following also became Royal Apothecaries: Stephen Chase, Ralph Clayton, Lewis Lemire and Joliffe Lownes. Chase founded a dynasty of distinguished apothecaries.
The following Charter Members were members of the Committee which prepared the first London Pharmacopceia of 1618: Daniel Damelly, Edmund Phillips, Stephen Higgins, Thomas Fones, John Parkinson and Gabriel Sherriffe.
Several of the Charter Members were distinguished botanists. John Parkinson wrote the first English book on gardening and the largest of the early British herbals. James I created him the Principal Royal Botanist. William Quick was described by Parkinson as a worthy apothecary who first recognized some new specimens which he included in his herbal.
Numerous Charter Members were accused by the College of Physicians of practising medicine and were usually fined for this. Many records of family events occur in various ecclesiastical records and the wills of numerous Charter Members have survived. These show that many of them left considerable fortunes.
Although over 350 years have passed since the granting of the 1617 Charter we are fortunate that so many records of the founders of the Society of Apothecaries have survived. These show them to have been keen and vigorous men who laid a sound foundation for the Society on which successive generations have built so worthy a tradition.
